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Abstract

The new structure of societies has led to a broad division of labor. In
previous societies, the responsibility for education and upbringing
rested with parents. However, with societal advancements, increasing
cultural complexities, the specialization of tasks, and the expansion of
knowledge, this crucial responsibility has largely been entrusted to
schools. The fundamental question, "which knowledge is more
valuable?" is a core issue in curriculum studies, first seriously raised
by Herbert Spencer. This study aimed to examine valuable knowledge
in the curriculum from the perspective of two ideological
frameworks—social efficiency and social reconstruction—which have
historically been in opposition to one another. The research method
conducted was documentary-library-based and of an analytical-
descriptive nature. Data collection was conducted through text
analysis, and data analysis was performed using content analysis.
Following extensive studies and reviews, the findings indicate that
knowledge within the social efficiency curriculum is empirical in
nature and primarily associated with elites and specialists. It is based
on technical rationality, creativity, progress, individualism (the
primacy of the individual), process-orientation, and both present- and
past-oriented perspectives. It also preserves the status quo, is rooted in
a culture of production and consumption (supply and demand), is
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specialization-focused, and seeks cultural reproduction. From this
perspective, such knowledge is considered appealing to the general
public because incorporating public interests in the curriculum mainly
enhances learners' awareness of the cycles of production,
consumption, and daily life, thereby strengthening social cohesion and
sustaining everyday life. On the other hand, knowledge within the
social reconstruction ideology and its associated schools of thought,
such as the Frankfurt School, is society-centered (prioritizing the
social aspect), outcome-focused, future-oriented, transformative,
revolutionary, and event-driven. Each of these two ideological
approaches can be successfully implemented depending on the
specific temporal and spatial conditions. If the goal is to maintain the
status quo, transmit culture to the next generation (cultural
reproduction), socialize children, and ensure economic progress and
societal welfare, the social efficiency curriculum can be utilized.
However, if the objective is cultural reconstruction rather than cultural
reproduction, societal transformation, and individual self-awareness,
then the social reconstruction knowledge framework should be
employed.

Keywords: Valuable knowledge, Curriculum, Social efficiency,
Social reconstruction.
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