Qualitative Research in Curriculum %) ATU
Vol. 6, No.18, Spring 2025, P 127-153 ‘
www.qric.atu.ac.ir OMd

DOI: 10.22054/qric.2025.86042.415

Examining the Dimensions of Moral Education in the
Mathematics Curriculum of the Senior Primary School
in lran

Assistant Professor, Department of Educational
Sciences, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran

Hojjat Eftekhari*=* |

Abstract

The aim of this study was to examine the dimensions of moral education
in the content of second-stage elementary mathematics textbooks. This
descriptive study employed content analysis. The statistical population
consisted of the fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-grade mathematics textbooks
for the academic year 2024-2025, which were examined exhaustively.
The data collection instrument was a checklist derived from the
Ministry of Education’s upstream documents and reputable domestic
studies, covering the dimensions of general and foundational ethics,
social ethics, personal ethics, economic ethics, and political ethics. The
data obtained from coding and frequency counts of components were
analyzed using the Shannon entropy method so that, in addition to
frequency, the information load and importance coefficient of each
component could be calculated. The findings indicated that in all three
textbooks the greatest quantitative attention was paid to economic and
political ethics components; however, in terms of information load and
importance coefficient, components of general and foundational ethics
and social ethics ranked higher. Some fundamental components, such
as honesty, patience and forbearance, loyalty, and chastity, were almost
neglected. The model of moral education distribution across the three
grades examined was similar and relatively unbalanced, and overall
attention to moral education in the mathematics textbooks was less than
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expected and mostly non-systematic. Based on the results, it is
recommended that planners and authors, when revising mathematics
textbook content, give special consideration to neglected and low-
frequency but high-importance components and employ scientific and
comparative methods to enhance students’ moral education.
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